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Applegate Responds to Rep. Slaughter's Question on "What's in the Beef" as New Study Finds Origins of
MRSA Strain in Food Animals

Urges Other Food Business Leaders to Do the Same

PR Newswire

BRIDGEWATER, N.J., Feb. 22, 2012

BRIDGEWATER, N.J., Feb. 22, 2012 /PRNewswire/ -- Stephen McDonnell, founder and CEO of
Applegate, the leading producer of natural and organic meats and cheeses, responded today to a
letter from Rep. Louise Slaughter (D-NY) about the company's practices and policies regarding
antibiotic use in raising animals for food, just as a new study released by the Translational
Genomics Research Institute (TGen) shows that an antibiotic-resistant strain of Staph may have
evolved after jumping from humans to animals and back to humans.   

"As a parent and business owner who deals every day with issues surrounding raising animals for
food, I applaud Rep. Slaughter's efforts to bring transparency to the issue of antibiotics in our food
supply," said McDonnell. "I encourage all the food business leaders who received the letter to
respond so that the American people can know more about the food they are eating – especially
when it comes to antibiotics," added McDonnell, who in partnership with STOP Foodborne Illness
launched Citizens Against Superbugs, a campaign committed to educating the public about the
dangers of antibiotic overuse in animal agriculture and its effects on the environment and human
health. 

"The study released by TGen strongly illustrates the connection between antibiotic overuse in food
animal production and a public health crisis of antibiotic resistance," said McDonnell. "Rep.
Slaughter's work to shed more light on this growing problem couldn't have come at a better time."

In her letter, which was submitted to 60 fast food companies, producers, processors, and grocery
chains, Rep. Slaughter asked company executives to disclose policies on antibiotic use and what
percentage of meat and poultry sold were raised with or without antibiotics. The Food and Drug
Administration reports that 80 percent of the antibiotics sold in the United States are used in
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animal agriculture, and most are given to healthy animals. 

"For Applegate, the response to Rep. Slaughter is quite simple:  Applegate does not sell any meat
or poultry that was produced with antibiotics," said McDonnell.  "Applegate works with a network of
nearly a thousand family farmers who use common-sense animal husbandry practices like a clean
environment, enough space, and a 100% vegetarian diet, and as a result, we've managed to have
less than 1 % of our producers' animals fall ill."

The family farmers in Applegate's network rarely have to administer antibiotics to sick animals, but
when they do, those animals are removed from our program and sold to conventional producers,
according to McDonnell.

"Americans understand that public health is at stake when it comes to antibiotic overuse in
animals," said McDonnell, adding that a recent survey conducted by Citizens Against Superbugs
found that 75 percent of Americans want government to do something to restrict the use of
antibiotics in animal farms, and 71 percent believe that antibiotic overuse and misuse is causing
antibiotic resistance and a human health crisis. "It's time to act so that antibiotics will keep working
for all of us – animals and humans."

Consumers can learn more about the survey and take part in the conversation at
www.facebook.com/CitizensAgainstSuperbugs and Twitter with #StopSuperbugs.

About the Survey
The survey was administered online by Toluna, one the world's leading online panel and survey
technology providers, with a total sample of 2,211 men and women aged 18 years or older. From
this overall sample, 573 parents with children under 18 living at home, who are registered voters,
and are primary grocery shoppers were identified and screened. Research was conducted in
December  2011. The survey was sponsored by Applegate.

About Applegate 
For more than 20 years, Applegate has been producing high-quality natural and organic hot dogs,
bacon, sausages, deli meats, cheese and frozen products.  Natural can mean many things, but
when Applegate says their products are natural, consumers are guaranteed that the meat inside
is:

Raised without antibiotics or hormones

From animals fed a vegetarian or 100% grass diet and treated with humane animal
standards

Free of added chemical nitrites, nitrates or phosphates

Free of artificial ingredients or preservatives

For more information about our products, visit http://www.applegate.com/.

Available Topic Expert(s): For information on the listed expert(s), click appropriate link.
Stephen McDonnell
https://profnet.prnewswire.com/Subscriber/ExpertProfile.aspx?ei=102795
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PO BOX 39  FREDERICKSBURG,  PA  17026
717-865-6626  FAX:  717 -865-7046  be l l andevans . com

April 19, 2012

Congresswoman Louise M. Slaughter
Ranking Member, Committee on Rules
2469 Rayburn Building
Washington, DC   20515-3221

Dear Congresswoman Slaughter,

! ank you for spearheading this investigation into the misuse of antibiotics by meat and other poultry producers. We 
share your concern for this public health problem. At Bell & Evans, we hold ourselves to a much higher standard than any 
other poultry company. For over a decade we have raised our chickens in clean and healthy environments, so we have no 
need to pump them full of antibiotics. 

Every barn is thoroughly cleaned out and disinfected between each " ock. ! ere is no composting of old manure in our 
barns. Baby chicks are placed on new litter, which keeps dust and ammonia levels to a minimum. Our barns have cement 
" oors so rodents can’t tunnel in, bringing with them E. Coli,  Salmonella and Campylobacter. ! eir feed is also kept safe 
from rodents, their feces and other foreign objects. All equipment used to transport the chickens to the processing plant is 
cleaned and sanitized between loads.  All " ocks are traceable from hatchery through processing.

In answer to your speci# c questions:

1.)   All Bell & Evans branded chickens are raised without antibiotics throughout their entire life cycle. We uses no   
 antibiotics in their feed, their water, nor do we inject antibiotics into their eggs...ever. ! is has been our policy   
 since 1998.

 We supply our growers with the all feed for Bell & Evans branded chickens, so we have complete control over   
 what they do and do not ingest. We computer monitor every batch of feed at Bell & Evans’ three feed mills, to   
 guarantee our scienti# cally-designed feed contains: no antibiotics, no animal by-products, no bakery goods, no   
 hexane-separated soybean meal, no DDGS (distiller’s dry grains with solubles - also known as ethanol by-
 products), no arsenic, no sulfa drugs and no imported Chinese ingredients. We follow up by testing randomly   
 collected feed samples from each of our suppliers, to ensure there are no antibiotics are present. Each batch is 
 checked against the Bell & Evans standard for quality control.  
   
2.)   Bell & Evans uses every opportunity to educate the consumer about our raised without antibiotics policies.   
 ‘Raised without Antibiotics’ appears on all packaging. We go into great detail in consumer handouts and on our   
 social networking sites, such as the Bell & Evans website, blog, Facebook page and Twitter. We provide retailers   
 with point of sale brochures, posters and video.

3.)  100% of all Bell & Evans branded chickens are raised without antibiotics throughout their entire life cycle. 

4.)   0% of Bell & Evans branded chickens are administered antibiotics for ‘disease treatment’.



5.)   0% of Bell & Evans branded chickens are administered antibiotics for  ‘treatment and control of disease’.

6.)   0% of Bell & Evans branded chickens are administered antibiotics for ‘routine use’.

7.)   For over a decade, Bell & Evans has enforced a ‘no antibiotics ever’ policy. We have no intention of changing 
 those policies now.

We absolutely agree antibiotics in agriculture poses a signi!cant health crisis to the American public, but it’s not just from 
processors administering antibiotics.  With the cost of corn rising, feed producers have started to replace corn-based 
livestock and poultry feed with DDGS (distiller’s dry grains with solubles).

DDGS are a by-product of the fermentation process used to create ethanol from various crops, such as corn. 
Ethanol, the product of starches broken down by enzymes into sugars, is fermented and distilled in a warm and 
moist environment. Unfortunately, this environment is perfect for the growth of bacteria. Estimates are that 
slightly over half of all U.S. ethanol plants currently use antibiotics to control bacterial contamination.  "ere is 
concern that not all antibiotics are metabolized during ethanol production and remain in the DDGS protein as 
residue. "is antibiotic residue becomes part of meat and poultry feed. So even if  processors are not actively 
administering antibiotics, their livestock could be ingesting antibiotics from the DDGS. Bell & Evans feed 
contains no DDGS.

Bell & Evans believes it’s what we do and do not feed our chickens that’s important. We create our soy meal by 
extruding and expeller-pressing the soy beans. Our special process is environmentally friendly and produces a 
soybean meal that’s richer in nutrients such as lecithin, linoleic acid and vitamin E. We keep all of the vitamins 
and some of the oil in the meal. "e hexane solvent extraction process, commonly used in the United States, 
separates the oil and vitamins from the soy beans.  As part of this least-expensive process, hexane gas is released 
into the air. "e EPA categorizes hexane as a hazardous air pollutant and residuals from the hexane potentially 
remain in the meat. 

We have additional concerns about Arsenic in feed. Most arsenic-containing animal feed additives are commonly 
used in poultry production to control intestinal disease, induce faster weight gain and give the meat a healthy-
looking color. "e International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) has determined that inorganic arsenic is 
carcinogenic to humans. "e FDA found that chickens fed roxarsone had small amounts of inorganic arsenic in 
their livers. Arsenic, that does not stay in the poultry, leaches into the surrounding soil, water and crops through 
their manure. At Bell & Evans, we add no arsenic-containing compounds to our feed.

"ank you for this opportunity to outline Bell & Evans’ position on the use of antibiotics and other food addi-
tives in livestock feed. We stand behind the integrity of our product, people and processes that ensure every Bell 
& Evans chicken is the safest, most wholesome chicken our customers can buy. Should you have any additional 
questions about our policies concerning food safety and product quality, please contact me.

Sincerely,

"omas Stone
Director of Marketing
enc:3
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Cargill, Inc. 
Corporate Food Safety & 
Regulatory Affairs 
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Corporate Food Safety & 
Regulatory Affairs 
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June 15, 2012 
 
 
Hon. Louise Slaughter 
Member of Congress 
2469 Rayburn Building 
Washington, DC 20515-3221 
 
Dear Representative Slaughter: 
 
On behalf of Cargill, Incorporated I am responding to your letter dated February 16, 2012, 
relating to the use of antibiotics in the production of meat and poultry.  Although we do not 
possess much of the information you have requested, and because some of the questions involve 
proprietary sales information, we are sharing with you our overall approach to our animal care 
policies, including antibiotic use. 

 
As a global leader in providing products and services for the growth and care of animals, Cargill 
is committed to using innovation to improve animal health and welfare that can help reduce the 
need for antibiotics.  Cargill favors regulatory policy that is science and risk based and supports 
the stringent Food and Drug Administration (FDA) approval process for veterinary drugs. We 
support federal residue monitoring program for all meat and 
poultry.  We believe it demonstrates solid cooperation among animal health and nutrition 
companies, producers, and regulatory agencies to help ensure that pharmaceutical products are 
used appropriately.  

 
It is our view that farmers and ranchers today work diligently to manage their livestock through 
a combination of sound husbandry practices, including genetics, nutrition, housing, handling, as 
well as veterinary care so that the use of antibiotics may be minimized.  We believe that the 
judicious use of antibiotics is not only good for farmers and ranchers, it is good for the rest of the 
food production chain and for consumers.   

 
Like others in the industry, Cargill maintains rigorous livestock purchasing specifications.  We 
work with customers and suppliers to ensure the judicious use of government-approved 
antibiotics that support public health and protect animal health and welfare.  Producers must 
observe government mandated appropriate withdrawal times and we reser -

meet this expectation.  We counsel our suppliers to join programs 
such as the 
Beef Association Beef Quality Assurance program to provide principles and guidelines for 
judicious antibiotic use.   

 

ts. Cargill similarly has a clear policy that when antibiotics are administered, 
our suppliers have protocols in place to ensure that the animals are not introduced into the food 



 

  

  To that end, we 
recommend that our suppliers work closely with a licensed veterinarian.   
 
Cargill believes that animal health is best protected when producers work with licensed 
veterinarians to determine the appropriate use of animal medicines. We believe that producers 
should adhere to those labeled uses of animal medicines to best protect animal health, welfare 
and food safety.  Extra-label drug use should only be warranted in the event that medicines are 
needed to alleviate disease and prevent suffering, as provided under the Animal Medicinal Drug 
Use Clarification Act 21 CFR Part 530.   
 
In addition, we are following with great interest the changes being recommended by FDA, which 
recently published additional guidance documents detailing its intent to phase out non-
therapeutic use and phase-in veterinary oversight for all medically important antibiotics.  We 
remain committed to using science and innovation to protect human and animal health and 
welfare and support the ongoing multi stakeholder dialogue on responsible antibiotic use.  
 
I hope this information has proven useful to you.  If you have any questions about the 
information provided above, please contact me.   
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Mike Robach 
Vice President, 
Food Safety and Regulatory Affairs 
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June 12, 2012 

 

Honorable Louise Slaughter 
Member of Congress 
2469 Rayburn House Office Building  
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Congresswoman Slaughter: 

We are aware of the letters you sent in February to establishments throughout the 
food chain asking for information regarding their purchasing policies related to 
antibiotic use in food animals.  Although we expect companies will respond to you 
directly, we would like to provide a scientific perspective on the use of antibiotics in 
food animals, and the risks and benefits it poses to both animal health and human 
health.   

Antibiotics are stringently regulated and judiciously used 

Antibiotics used in veterinary medicine are reviewed and approved by the Food and 
Drug Administration (FDA or the agency) pursuant to the Federal Food, Drug, and 
Cosmetic Act (FDCA), the same statute governing the approval of drugs used in 
human medicine.  Drug sponsors must submit data to FDA showing the drug to be 
effective for treating the target pathogen or condition, safe for use in the intended 
animal, and sponsors must demonstrate the capability of manufacturing the drug 
while adhering to Good Manufacturing Practices (GMPs). 

For animal antibiotics, the safety assessment is more stringent than that for human 
antibiotics in three ways: 

1) If there are unacceptable risks to humans, FDA will not approve the antibiotic for 
animals. 
While FDA conducts a risk-benefit assessment for human antibiotics, there is no 
similar consideration of benefits in reviewing antibiotics used in food animals.  This 
means that the risk to human health for products under review must be extremely 
low because FDA does not consider any benefits to offset the risks. 
 
2) FDA requires a food safety assessment to ensure that meat is safe. 
The safety assessment for food animal antibiotics requires sponsors to submit 
toxicology and food residue studies to ensure that meat derived from animals 
treated with a certain antibiotic will be safe for human consumption.  Data from 



2  
  

these studies are used to establish withdrawal periods, i.e., periods prior to harvest 
during which antibiotics cannot be used in order to ensure that the final food 
product is free of residues above established tolerance levels. 
 
3) FDA studies the pharmaceutical thoroughly to guarantee it does not increase the 
risk of antibiotic resistant bacteria in food. In 2003 FDA implemented Guidance 
152, a qualitative risk assessment process that outlines a comprehensive, evidence 
based approach to preventing antimicrobial resistance that may result from the use 
of antimicrobial drugs in animals.¹ This process was a priority action item in the 
U.S. Public Health Action Plan 
(http://www.cdc.gov/drugresistance/actionplan/actionPlan.html). 
 
At the end of the review process, FDA regulates the information sponsors must 
place on the label.  This information includes the dose rate at which the drug is to 
be used and the efficacy claim allowed to be used.  For food animal antibiotics, FDA 
uses four different label claims: 
 

1. Disease treatment;; 
2. Disease control;; 
3. Disease prevention;; and 
4. Increases average daily weight gain or feed efficiency, which are typically 

 
 
Drugs carrying any of these four claims may be administered to flocks or herds of 
animals via feed.  So, for instance, an antibiotic used at a particular dose rate to 
treat a disease might be given to animals through the feed.  Significantly, off-label 
or extra-label uses of antibiotics approved for use in feed are strictly prohibited.  
Veterinarians and producers using antibiotics approved for use in feed must follow 
the directions for use on the label. 
 
Finally, the FDA regulatory requirements are becoming increasingly strict 
regarding antibiotics in feed.   In April 2012 FDA released Guidance for Industry 
#209, which states that it is injudicious to use medically important compounds to 
improve production in food animals.  Additionally, Guidance #209 provides that 
veterinary oversight must be demonstrated for therapeutic use of these same 
antibiotics.  This Guidance in essence carries the weight of regulation and FDA has 
the authority to implement these provisions.  The effect of Guidance #209 is that 
using medically important antibiotics in food producing animals for growth 

http://www.cdc.gov/drugresistance/actionplan/actionPlan.html
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promotion purposes will cease and the remaining therapeutic uses will be carried 
out under the guidance of a licensed veterinarian. 

Risks of Antibiotic Use 
 
The chart in Figure 1 demonstrates the potential pathway through which antibiotic 
use in food animals might impact public health.  The public policy question is, to 
what extent does the use of antibiotics in food animals result in the threat of 
treatment failure when antibiotics are administered to humans? 
 
Risk assessment is the proper tool to answer this question.  Several published, peer-
reviewed risk assessments have demonstrated that the risk to human health is 
vanishingly small. 

 Assessment of the impact on human health of resistant Campylobacter jejuni 
from flouroquinolone use in beef cattle.  Anderson SA, et. al., Food Control 
2001;; 12(1):13-25. A Georgetown University risk assessment on the use of 
fluoroquinolones in beef cattle and the resulting human health risk of 
fluoroquinolone-resistant Campylobacter on beef estimated the risk to 
humans to be 40 additional hospitalizations and 1 case of mortality over the 
course of 10 years.  

 Public Health Consequences of Macrolide Use in Food Animals: A 
Deterministic Risk Assessment.  Hurd, et. al., Journal of Food Protection, 
Vol. 67, No. 5, pgs. 980-992. According to an Iowa State University study, the 
probability of someone in the U.S. experiencing a treatment failure due to the 
acquisition of resistant food borne bacteria from eating meat from animals 
treated with macrolide antibiotics (tylosin, tilmicosin) is less than one in 10 
million for resistant campylobacter, and less than one in 3 billion for resistant 
Enterococcus faecium.  As o
likely to die from a bee sting than for their antibiotic treatment to fail 
because of macrolide-   
 

 Assessing Potential Human Health Hazards and Benefits from 
Subtherapeutic Antibiotics in the United States: Tetracyclines as a Case 
Study. Cox and Popken, Risk Analysis, 2010. An assessment of the risk of 
using tetracycline in food animals concluded that reducing tetracycline use in 
food animals in the United States should not be expected to cause any 
improvements in human health or to reduce the risks of tetracycline-resistant 
infections.  
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Figure 1 

 
 
 
 

 Human health Risk Assessment of Penicillin/Aminopenicillin Resistance in 
Enterococci Due to Penicillin Use in Food Animals.  Cox, et. al., Risk 
Analysis, Vol. 29, No. 6, 2009.  A risk assessment of penicillin used in animal 
feeds concluded that the use of these drugs were unlikely to seriously impact 
human health from antibiotic-resistant bacteria. 
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independently conducted risk assessments.  For example, ment on 
the use of Virginiamycin, a commonly used 
pathway attribution of 10 percent, the average risk to a random member of the U.S. 
population of having SREF (streptogramin-resistant e. faecium) attributable to 
animal uses of virginiamycin and that may result in impaired Synercid therapy 

 

Another indication that animal use contributes little, if anything, to the burden of 
human antibiotic resistance is an examination of the specific resistant bacterial 
challenges that are the biggest problems in clinical and healthcare settings.  The 

nd demonstrates the lack of a pathway from antibiotic use 
in animals to these human resistance challenges. 

 Staphylococcus infections (MRSA) are mainly hospital nosocomial 
infections but have been found in communities associated with schools and 
athletic facilities.  These infections are a result of human to human 
transmission or contact with contaminated materials.  IDSA says that 1% of 
people carry MRSA in their nasal passages.  CDC investigates cases of MRSA 
and has concluded that animal contact is not a risk factor for these infections.  
Furthermore, CDC also has concluded that MRSA is not a foodborne infection 
and cannot be acquired by eating meat.  
 

 Acinetobacter baumanni is an opportunistic pathogen associated with a 
high rate of infections in soldiers wounded in Iraq.  It is most often associated 
with wound infections in hospitals and other medical facilities. It is 
inherently resistant to many antibiotics and has no connection to food 
animals or antibiotic use in food animals.  
 

 Vancomycin Resistant Enterococcus (VRE) is another hospital 
nosocomial infection that has developed resistance due to extensive use of 
vancomycin in U.S. hospitals. Vancomycin, or drugs in its class, has never 
been approved for or used in food producing animals in the U.S.  
 

 Pseudomonas aeruginosa is another opportunistic pathogen found in 
intensive care units that has become resistant to fluoroquinolone antibiotics.  
It occurs uncommonly in food producing animals where it can cause mastitis 
in dairy cows.  Fluoroquinolones are not approved for use in dairy cows and 
furthermore Pseudomonas is not a foodborne pathogen.  
 

 Streptococcus pneumoniae resistant to several classes of antibiotics is 
strictly a human pathogen that causes respiratory infections.  This organism 
has no known connection to food producing or companion animals.  

http://www.fda.gov/downloads/AnimalVeterinary/NewsEvents/CVMUpdates/UCM054722.pdf
http://www.fda.gov/downloads/AnimalVeterinary/NewsEvents/CVMUpdates/UCM054722.pdf
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 Neisseria gonorrhea is strictly a human pathogen that causes venereal 

infections transmitted through human sexual contact.  Resistance develops 
because of poor patient compliance with the prescribed course of antibiotic 
therapy.  There is no connection with animals or antibiotic use in animals.  
 

 Drug resistant tuberculosis, Clostridium difficile, and Klebsiella 
species are other bacteria that are mentioned in the IDSA fact sheet. There 
is no known connection between these pathogens and food producing animals. 

Finally, real world experience shows that reducing antibiotic selection pressure in 
animals has no impact on human resistance levels.  In the U.S., for instance, levels 
of fluoroquinolone-resistant Campylobacter have changed little since the use of 
fluoroquinolones in all poultry was discontinued in 2005, indicating resistance 
levels in humans are due to selection pressure from something other than use in 
poultry.  Similarly, according to a September 2011 GAO report, Danish officials 

resistance in humans after implementation of the various Danish policies, except for 

antibiotics as growth promoters. 

Benefits of Antibiotic Use 

While FDA does not consider benefits in the review process for food animal 
antibiotics, it is important to factor benefits into the public health discussion.  
Producers and veterinarians take seriously their responsibility for ensuring good 
animal welfare and antibiotics that are used carefully and judiciously by producers 
and veterinarians to treat, control, or prevent disease improve animal health and 
welfare.  Animal welfare describes how well an animal is coping with the conditions 
in which it lives and antibiotics are among the many tools used by producers to 
provide good welfare to their flocks and herds.  Proper housing, management, diet 
and nutrition, genetics, responsible care, and humane handling are other such tools.   

Antibiotic use is also among the several tools used to help enhance food safety.   
Many steps in meat and poultry processing are designed to eliminate foodborne 
pathogens.  Meat processors seek to reduce incoming pathogen levels from animals 
and those processors utilize interventions to limit pathogens because it reduces the 
risk of contamination in the final product.  To that end, healthy animals typically 
have fewer pathogens that need to be removed, which makes other removal steps 
more effective.  Thus, the careful use of antibiotics to keep animals in top health is 
an important first step in providing the safest possible meat supply.  More 
specifically, a growing body of published research demonstrates that judicious 
antibiotic use can aid food safety efforts and provided below are citations to 
research supporting that conclusion.  
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 Georgia professor Dr. Scott Russell tracked the outcome in the processing 
plant of birds affected by airsacculitis, a common infection caused by E. coli.  
Presence of the disease increases levels of fecal contamination at the plant 
and leads to more errors in processing because birds varied in weight, leading 
to increased levels of Campylobacter contamination. According to Dr. Russell, 
subclinical disease in chickens affects carcass contamination, and subclinical 
disease can be reduced by antibiotics. (Russell SM.  The effect of airsacculitis 
on bird weights, uniformity, fecal contamination, processing errors, and 
populations of Campylobacter spp. and Escherichia coli.  Poult Sci. 2003 
Aug;;82 (8): 1326-31) 

 Similar research by Dr. Scott Hurd at Iowa State University regarding the 
presence of carcass lesions, which indicates subclinical disease, was 
associated with increased levels of Campylobacter contamination in swine. 
(Hurd HS, Brudvig J, Dickson J, Mirceta J, Polovinski M, Mathews N, 
Griffith R. Swine Health Impact on Carcass Contamination and Human 
Foodborne Risk. Public Health Reports, 2008 May-June Vol 123:343-351.) 

 A model constructed by Dr. Randall Singer at the University of Minnesota 
linking changes in animal illness to possible changes in human foodborne 
illness observed large increases in human illness days each year as a result of 

health benefits from continued animal antibiotic use may outweigh the 
potential increase in human health risks, further clarification of the net 
human health impact from interventions should be carefully assessed prior to 

 
(Singer RS, Cox LA Jr, Dickson JS, Hurd HS, Phillips I, Miller GY.  Modeling 
the relationship between food animal health and human foodborne illness.  
Prev Vet Med. 2007 May 16;; 79 (2-40: 186-203.) 

All public health professionals, including veterinarians, are serious about reducing 
the risks of antibiotic resistance.  It is vital that public policy decisions about the 
use of these products be made on the basis of science and risk assessment.  The 
research is clear that the contribution of using antibiotics in food animal production 
to the human burden of antibiotic resistance is quite small, if it exists at all.  We are 
encouraged by the steps being taken by FDA to extend veterinarian involvement in 
all uses of antibiotics in food animals and believe will be yet another 
risk mitigation step to ensure the careful and judicious use of antibiotics in food 
animals. 
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We appreciate your interest in this issue and hope we can work with you and your 
staff in protecting both human and animal health. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

American Farm Bureau Federation 
American Feed Industry Association 
American Meat Institute 
Animal Health Institute 
American Veterinary Medical Association 

 
National Chicken Council 
National Meat Association 
National Milk Producers Federation  
National Pork Producers Council 
National Turkey Federation  

 

 

 

 

 
 


